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1. In apite of the regime's propagande bosst of the state's patronage for arts,

noo much bas been done o develop the teaching of music in Warsaw; apart from
nationalizing the existing pre-war schools of musiec, the regime haz opened only
one new school, in Aleje Jerozolimskie. Most of the music schools in Wersaw
after World War II were run by the Warsaw Musical Soclety, later named after
5. Moniuszko {Warszawskie Towerzyetwo Muzyczne im. Btanislawe Moniuszki). The
rest were privately owned snd were nationalized quite early after the war. The
Society, which lost moet of ite effects during the Warsaw Uprising, re-estab-
lished itself with great difficulty and, in addition o :chocle, aleoc operated

. & very good symphony orchestrse. It also manzged (in spring 1951) to open ite

own house (at 2% Nowy Swiat, in the back of the 'Mar¥¥.restaurant reccmstructed
from & fire-destroyed minﬂ} o

About 1949, however, the regime began to interfere with the affairs of the

Society; this was the time when the Communiets began graduslly to liquidate the
remnante of voluntery associations end to subject them to their mansgement. Until
then, the Society bad been expected only to cbserve the recommendaticns of the
Cultural Department of the Party Central Committee concerning the program. In 1949,
under the pretext of some ‘discrder’ in the Soclety's affairs, the government
appointed a curator %o run the orgenization. This curater wes Jerzy Jagienski,

at that time mugical adviser in the Ministry of Culture, later transzferred tc the
Central Management of Operas and Philharmonice {Czofim). Under this curstorsbip,
the music schoels run by the Society were taken over by the State. It was soon
quite .clear the. the number of existing schools was not sufficient, but the state
apparently could not spare funds to open new ones. It is presumably for this reason
thet the Warsaw Music Scciety, in 1951, succeeded in obtaining the government's
permiseion to operate the so-called 'Ogniske Muzyczne', i.e., courses of musical
instruction. '
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It might be added that, also in 1951, the curator was recalled and the Scciety

wad again abls to elect ite own executive) but the atmosphere of mutusl Aistrust
and intrigues, inltiated by Communist interference, could not be removed, and to-
wards the end of 1952 the regime sgein appoinited a curator %o put the Soclety's
affairs in order. This time it was a woman, & Party member. It is sald that the
gociety will be freed from this constant gupervision when it is ready fo elect an
executive totally subservient to the wishes of the Party. .

A Communist 'trustes’ in the Society is Wiktor Kossinski, Qirector of the Warsaw
Philharmonic Orchestrs. - During the short gpell Petwesn two curatorshipr he held
the post of vice-chailiuw.n and virtuslly ruled the Society, often agalnst the wisnhes
of the cheirman professor Piotr Rytel. Koscinskl is & mauber of the Communist Pexiy.

Beaide the schools, the Society slso lost its Symphony Orchestrs, which was taken
over by the 8tate in 19525 later on it made sn effert to orgenize = brags bend, but
had to give that up for lsck of finsncisl support. In fact, the Warssw Muslsel
Bociety's case may bs treated as typissl for the way in which the regime copls with
voluntary seeocistione: It takes over all valugble sesets snd enterprises;

nmakes them gtate-run, sna doss not give say suppert to irdependent voluntary efforis.
It is indeed a patronuge of arts, but only of stats-gentrolled arts.

However, <+he Society's musia clubs (Ogoisks) are still cpersting as they sontri
bute & litile musiosl instruction, which the few gtate-schools cunnct satisfy.

Apart from these two categories of musical schools (stete-run and nusic clube), musia
1s alr- tsught in Wersaw on the level of working pecple's or youth's elube,

but no interesting results ere cbisined.

State-run music schools: There are about 10 or 12 schools of murle in Warsaw,

Yun by the state. (Ihese include: .

&. Preparatory music schools whioh train children up to 1% years old; theme
have a five-year course. '

b. Middle schooles of music, to which students mre mecepied sfter graduvating
from the preparstory school; the course lasts 5 years. ‘

c. One academy of music, course lasting 4% years, muop;bina-;;iufaamu who have
graduated from the middle school. The program inclufes music ceomposition
and & course for orchestra conductors. BRI

In the middle schools, there is a lbeqi&l faculty training teachers of music end
singing for ordinary schools. . : ;

A1l these schools remain under the controldf the Ministry of Culture, through

& special body called ‘Central Board of Schools of Arts' (Centralny Zarzad Szkol
Artystycznych). The Yinancesfor their operation are provided by -the Praesidium
of Nationel Council of the City of Warsew. The funds allotted are very meagre,
and the schools can scarcely make ends meet. Very rarely, an sdditional grant is
given for some indispensible investment, guch as the purebase of new musgical
instruments. . .

Teachers' salaries are very modest: Those who are.in the highest salary group,
earn -@about z1.1000 & month. It often happens however that teachers take Jobs
in tvo :aehp@lq; simalteneously, and in this way may raise their standsrd :of'living.

gtudents in the music schools live, for the most part; in very difficult conditions.
They do not have to pay to attend a state school. but, on the other hand, they
receive very little financial support.for thelr naintenance during the studies..
There is a scholership fund of the Waersaw City National Couneil, but scholarsbip
grents are very smell for students of music schoels: Only zl.}00 a month or sojy
perhaps. more than that in the Acadenmy of Music. Moreover, onlya few students are
granted thege scholerships (out of tlie hundreds of those who need them). Pleno
students can also receive scholarships from the so-called'Frederick Chopin Fund',
the amounts granted are even smaller than those offered by the National Council.
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11, Musie Clubs; Music instruction in the "Oenisks Muzyezne', opersied by the

Vergew Musical Society, 1s paidfor by the students, becanse the Society doss not
receive any subsidies for this mctivivy. Stucents pay from zL.(0 to z1.70 Mr
month for instruction, depending em the type of lessons.

12, The courze at such a "Music Club” lasts four yearr and gradustes sre _quali‘fi.@d
to tesch singing or music in schools, or to be music instructors in workerg' or
youth clubs. Before hrinms accepted in a course, & candidate mugt take & sort of
examination before &« board appointed by the Boeiety; this exawination is given to
agcértain if he has any masical aptitude or rudimentary knowledge of musie. Also,
all the candidates must either possess the necessary musical instrument or have
‘regular access t«p such; otherwise, of coursge, no seriocus study is @@mibmg amd ‘-‘;c‘-“w
the Scciety has ﬁw mrang of providing students with sush @mm’*&mﬂ.tiam T

aaven Ty

13, Toachers in the 'OgniLsku Muzyczne' earn lese than those employed in wmta mhwlmv
but at the same t:l.me these music clube provide & chance of employment for meny. artiste
of the older generathn who are coneldered 'remme’ by the regime, or are unable to

r..048pt themselves to the artistic requirements of the 'new times'. Alwc, working

for the music clubs, these teschers find it easler to accept private puplils ¢n
the sly, without belng burdened with the sccompenying texations; beawuse musia
tonchers giving private lessons eve in principle considered ws helonging to 'frae
wrhsrprise’, and must bave a license to practice this profession, snd pay very high
texes. If a teacher works for a Soclet~'s music club, he may receiva the studenhe
of the club at his home. As & result no ome can really check up whieh of Lhe
‘young pecple mre the stuuents f the clubs, and which sre woming for lqmmm on
pyre.ly private srrangsment.

14 . The music clubs mset in the Sosilety’s bullding et Nowy Swiet, and alsgo in various
‘ Hﬁ.gn.nls?mtcred all over Warssw which amre rented by the hour (m fuatoriss or
schools ‘

15, | Politiuq.‘.\. Ind.mtrimﬁion in Muglc @choolss In Warsavw's state-run mumic sohools, etn.,
poIIHuI education LesBone &TE 81 integrel part of the program, In ell thres
degrees of studies, & compulsory course in political sclense 1p condusted once
veel under the title of ‘Study of the Polish Constitution' (in the Academy of
Musi.. 'Study of Marxism-leninism’). All teachers in siate music schools must undergs
& specisl course in MarxismeLeninism, which is orgunizsd for them by the Ministry
of Culture. The course laste six months and culminatezr im an sxsminetion before
& spacial commission. A teacher who does not pass such & course is not considersd
sufficiently qualified to give, say, violin lsssons. This regulation is very
troublesome to teachers many of vwhom bave been in the musical profession for many
years and are welleknown. Even older, well-established musiciens are not exemphed.,
The age limit for this political indostrination of teachers is sixty years. Teachers
vho bave not completed suck & courge ev» digmissed. This means thet older professore,
over gixty, no longer have any place un mugic. schools and the music clubs of the
Musical 8oclety are their only refuge, apart from private lessons.

16, In music clubg there is no compulscory political education; but there are ’'socisl
activities® which the Warsaw Musical Soniety is obliged to perform, &s is eny other
organization or inetitution in Poland. ‘Bocial activities' encompass certain duties
(without payr2nt) which must be performed on the request of the authorities. These
duties entail gratis performances st various political festivals, official birthdays
and similar meetingez. Advanced stvdente of music clubs often perticipate in such
verformances, in which a prominent role is plaved by the cholr of the music clube.
This choir.is conducted by Gzachowski sand often appears at varicus offic..l
celebrations in Warsaw .
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Popularization of music among the population: The Warsaw Music Boclety and its
mugic clubs participate quite often in a progrem of free concerts: srranged. by the
Qultural Department of Praesid,ium of the Yarsaw City: Nationabc@mnlsi“ﬁ‘itﬁ”%ha
purpose of popula.rizing music a.mcng the masgses. The idea is, né d@u‘bt most ~
worthy, and the ggpularity of the concerts great; but there is & dist.:l.nct political
bias in the composition of the program in the effort to eliminate Western music
and to spread the taste for Soviet music,

The annual work plan in this section is prepared by the Cultural Department which,
of course, is well informed about all current tendencies in art and usually does not
make mistekes. The plan is subsequently presented to the Ministry of Culture which
approves it, in most cases without any deletions or cheanges. Sometimes, however, an
item is crossed out by the Ministry, with no resson given. (The roamm mugt

be the Ministry's searets.) .

The aonoerts are held either in va.rious balls hired for the purpcse, or :Ln the cpen
ajr (in Paderewski Park). Some concerts are purely for entertainment, but some are : .

inptructive, with well known musicologists explaining the meaning of the pieces which
are to be played, as well as the principles of composition.

The most popular types of instructive concerts are: o
&. Boviet music (mosi popular are Glinka, Tchailkovsky, Muscrgski '
b. Contemporary Soviet music (especiallyProkofiev, Xhatchaturian, Shostakovieh )

¢. 0lder Polish composers like Chopin and Moniuszko (these two are especially
. .,pojaula.rized)

d. Polish folk music

f. Music of other ‘péople’n democracies' (in which Czecheslovak composers
appear very prominently)

8. Ballet musie, asé.:l.n with & special stress cn Tchalkovsky.
There are, of coursge, programs of classical works by Western composers, but there

is no doubt that the sbove types of programs are predominant, which of course pro-
duces & certain slant in the mugicael knowledge and taste of the people.”
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